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The word ethics can be defined as the knowledge of good and evil. A person knows good and evil
April 21, 2022 | and, in simpler terms, good and bad .This is why ethics and moral dilemmas have always been one
of the concerns of human societies. Pharmacists are one of the important and complementary links in
July 23 ,2022 | the health system in the treatment of patients and they play an important and undeniable role in
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Medical ethics

improving the health status of people in the society. Pharmacists working in pharmacies due to the
commercial nature of pharmacies, having health resources and their distribution and because they are
always available to patients, they experience many challenges and moral dilemmas daily, in this
research, we have examined some of these challenges. This cross-sectional descriptive study was
conducted in the spring of 1400 on 151 pharmacists working in Rasht pharmacies. The data collection
tool is a two-part questionnaire including the first part: Collect demographic information of
participants, And the second part: There were 13 ethical challenges. After collecting the information
contained in the questionnaires, the data was analyzed using SPSS 22 software. The results of this
research show that some ethical and legal challenges, including the financial inability of patients to
pay for vital drugs, request for drugs outside the pharmacopoeia, Prescriptions containing drugs
outside the pharmacopoeia, Allocation of essential drugs to a specific pharmacy, returning unused
non-refrigerated medicine to the pharmacy, Prescribing a supplement by a doctor for a patient whose
disease is not related to this product. Forced to cooperate with a non-pharmacist to establish a
pharmacy. The request for abortion medicine and changing the brand of the prescribed medicine by
the pharmacist was reported with a percentage of over 60% among the pharmacists working in Rasht
pharmacies. In the last century, we have seen a significant growth of ethical issues in measuring
health care. Therefore, pharmacists need to be more familiar with ethical issues, implement the best
solutions and make ethical decisions in critical and necessary situations. Pharmacists' awareness of
their moral and legal responsibilities will empower these health professionals and improve the
services provided to patients and other service recipients in the pharmacy.
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