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Maritime arbitration serves as a critical mechanism for resolving complex international
commercial disputes, playing a pivotal role in the global shipping industry. This research
employs a comparative-analytical approach to examine the qualifications of arbitrators in
two maritime arbitration systems: the London Maritime Arbitrators Association (LMAA)
and the Iran Chamber of Commerce Arbitration Center (ICAC). The study focuses on the
differences in arbitrator competency criteria and the factors influencing the validity and
enforceability of issued awards. Findings reveal that the LMAA prioritizes practical
experience in the maritime industry, arbitrator independence, and cost transparency
through its non-institutional (ad hoc) approach, while the ICAC emphasizes academic
credentials, compliance with domestic laws, and adherence to Islamic legal principles.
These differences directly impact international acceptance: 85% of LMAA awards are
enforced outside the UK, compared to only 40% for ICAC awards. The ICAC’s centralized
institutional structure, supervisory oversight, linguistic limitations, and non-accession to
key international conventions (e.g., the Hamburg Rules 1978) pose enforcement
challenges. In contrast, the LMAA’s procedural flexibility, alignment with global
standards, and arbitrator specialization solidify its status as a leading model. The study
recommends that the ICAC enhance its competitiveness by reforming civil procedure laws,
establishing specialized maritime arbitration panels, and acceding to international
protocols.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Arbitration plays a vital role as a key mechanism in resolving international commercial disputes, especially in the
complex maritime industry. The multidimensional nature of maritime disputes — from contracts of carriage and
insurance to shipping accidents — requires mechanisms In addition to speed and flexibility, they benefit from deep
technical, legal, and commercial expertise. Meanwhile, two institutions, the London Maritime Arbitration
Association (LMAA) and the Iranian Chamber of Commerce Arbitration Center (ICCAC), act as two axes in
resolving disputes in the international and national arenas. Structural and legal differences between these two
institutions have affected the criteria for the qualification of arbitrators and the enforceability of their decisions.

2. Theoretical Framework

The fundamental differences between these two systems are evident in the criteria for selecting judges. The
Arbitration Center of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce, with its institutional and rule-based nature, considers
holding a relevant university degree and approval of qualification by the Board of Directors of the Chamber of
Commerce as a prerequisite for the qualification of arbitrators. In contrast, the London Maritime Arbitration
Association (LMAA) emphasizes solely on arbitrators’ mastery of maritime law concepts and practical
experience in the industry. This contrast also reflects the philosophical differences between common law and
statutory law systems. This can affect the quality of the arbitration process and the enforceability of awards
globally.

3. Methodology

This research, using a comparative-analytical method, examines the competence of arbitrators in two
systems: the London Maritime Arbitration Association and the Arbitration Center of the Iranian Chamber
of Commerce.

4. Results & Discussion

The structural differences between these two systems reflect the philosophical opposition between common law and
written law. At LMAA, flexibility and expertise based on practical experience allow arbitrators to manage cases more
quickly and accurately. While the ICAC has reduced flexibility with prior requirements such as board approval of
arbitrators and the aforementioned However, the ICAC has taken steps towards internationalization in recent years
with reforms such as accession to the UNCITRAL Model Law and the creation of specialized courts.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions
To reduce the existing gap, it is suggested that the Arbitration Center of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce should

create more flexibility by reducing discretionary oversight. And joining conventions such as Hamburg 1978 related
to maritime transport, creating a transparent database of expert arbitrators. The signing of joint cooperation
agreements will gain the trust of foreign parties. On the other hand, LMAA can introduce Expedited arbitration
mechanisms and expanded range of accepted languages will increase its attractiveness to non-English speaking
countries. Finally, educational cooperation between arbitrators of the two institutions and the use of digital
technologies in the arbitration process can be a bridge to approximate the procedures of these two systems and
improve the quality of maritime arbitration at the global level.
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